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IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS 
 State’s Own Tax Revenue (SOTR) (noun) – The State derives its own revenue, called State’s own tax revenue (SOTR), from 

stamp duty and registration fees, value added tax (VAT) on petrol and diesel, excise duty on liquor, motor vehicle tax and the 
States Goods and Services Tax. 

 Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) (noun) – it is defined as a measure, in monetary terms, of the volume of all goods and 
services produced within the boundaries of the State during a given period of time, accounted without duplication. 

 green revolution (noun) – it was the result of a sequence of scientific breakthroughs and development activities (1960s-
1970s) that successfully increased food production. It marked a transition from traditional agriculture in India and the 
introduction of high-yielding varieties of seeds and the associated agricultural techniques. It mainly increased the food crops 
production in the state of Punjab, Haryana and parts of western Uttar Pradesh. 

 balance of payments (BoP) (noun) – The balance of payments of a country is the difference between all money flowing into 
the country in a particular period of time and the outflow of money to the rest of the world. 

 Look East Policy (noun) – In 1992, former Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao enunciated (put forwarded) a “Look East Policy” 
reaching out to Southeast Asia, India has engaged the region on all fronts — diplomatic and security, economic and people-
to-people. Former Prime Ministers Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Manmohan Singh built on Narasimha Rao’s foundation and 
constructed a robust relationship with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

 Remission of Duties and Taxes on Export Products (RoDTEP) scheme (noun) – It is a new scheme that is applicable with 
effect from January 1st, 2021, formed to replace the existing MEIS (Merchandise Exports from India Scheme). The scheme 
will ensure that the exporters receive the refunds on the embedded taxes and duties previously nonrecoverable. The 
scheme was brought about with the intention to boost exports which were relatively poor in volume previously. 

 Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) (noun) – a proposed agreement between the member states of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its free trade agreement (FTA) partners. The pact aims to cover trade in 
goods and services, intellectual property, etc. 

 pent-up demand (noun) – pent up demand is a build-up of demand for goods and services in an economy where consumers 
are unable or unwilling to make purchases to satisfy the demand at the present time. Pent up demand happens during 
periods when consumers are reluctant or unable to make needed or desired purchases. This generally occurs during times of 
economic uncertainty – such as a recession. 

 Consumer Expenditure Survey (CES) (noun) – The CES is traditionally a quinquennial (recurring every five years) survey 
conducted by the government’s National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) that is designed to collect information on the 
consumption spending patterns of households across the country, both urban and rural. The data gathered in this exercise 
reveals the average expenditure on goods (food and non-food) and services and helps generate estimates of household 
Monthly Per Capita Consumer Expenditure (MPCE) as well as the distribution of households and persons over the MPCE 
classes. 

 National Statistical Office (NSO) (noun) – The Ministry of Statistics and the Department of Programme Implementation has 
two wings, one relating to Statistics and the other Programme Implementation. The Statistics Wing called the National 
Statistical Office (NSO) gives considerable importance to coverage and quality aspects of statistics released in the country. 
The statistics released are based on administrative sources, surveys and censuses conducted by the Center and State 
Governments and non-official sources and studies. 

 monetary policy (noun) – monetary policy refers to the use of monetary instruments under the control of the central bank 
to regulate magnitudes such as interest rates, money supply, and availability of credit with a view to achieving the ultimate 
objective of economic policy mentioned in the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934. 

 high-frequency indicators (HFIs) (noun) – high-frequency indicators (HFIs) of India’s Economic Recovery enable a meaningful 
and real-time analysis of patterns of economic recovery. The HFIs provide a range of data on multiple aspects of the 
economy, including fertilizer sales, trade in agricultural commodities, registration of new businesses, registration of different 
types of vehicles, digital transactions and payments and demand for wage labour under MGNREGA. 

 Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) (noun) – a leading business information company. It was established in 1976, 
primarily as an independent think tank. (Think tank is a panel of experts who provide advice and ideas on political, social or 
economic issues). 

 The monetary policy committee (MPC) (noun) – it is a six-member panel that is expected to bring “value and transparency” 
to rate-setting decisions. It will feature three members from the RBI — the Governor, a Deputy Governor and another official 
— and three independent members to be selected by the Government. The MPC will meet four times a year to decide on 
monetary policy by a majority vote. 

 percentage point (noun) – the difference between two percentages is termed as percentage point. (for example: “Interest 
Rates Jump From 10% to 12%”. In this case, the interest rate increased by “2 percentage points” or you can say that the 
interest rate is increased by 20%). 
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 basis point (BPS) (noun) – a unit of measure used in finance to describe the percentage change in the value or rate of a 
financial instrument. One basis point is equivalent to 0.01% (1/100th of a percent). Used for measuring change in interest 
rate/yield. 

 monetary authority (noun) – it refers to the institution responsible for managing the currency of a country, establishing 
interest rates, and controlling its money supply. The goals of a country’s central bank include stabilizing prices, fostering 
economic growth, and increasing employment. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is the central bank of India. 

 stagflation (noun) – a period of rising inflation, slowing economic growth & rising unemployment. (inflation is the 
sustained/continuous rise in the overall price level of goods and services in the economy). 

 non-tariff barriers (noun) – it refer to any measures, other than customs tariffs, that regulate imports or exports into a 
country. Nontariff barriers include embargoes, sanctions, and levies. 

 Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) (noun) – The Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) is a U.S. trade program 
designed to promote economic growth in the developing world by providing preferential duty-free entry for thousands of 
products from 129 designated beneficiary countries and territories. 

 global value chains (GVC) (noun) – International production, trade and investments are increasingly organised within so-
called global value chains (GVCs) where the different stages of the production process are located across different countries. 
(also known as the global supply chain). 

 non-communicable diseases (NCDs) (noun) – also known as chronic diseases, are not passed from person to person. They 
are of long duration and generally slow progression. The four main types of noncommunicable diseases are cardiovascular 
diseases (like heart attacks and stroke), cancers, chronic respiratory diseases (such as chronic obstructed pulmonary disease 
and asthma) and diabetes. 

 ‘Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam’ scheme (noun) – this programme was launched by the Tamil Nadu government to deliver 
essential healthcare at the doorstep of the people. It will include physiotherapy-related therapies, testing and providing 
medicines to the poor and for noncommunicable diseases at their doorsteps. 

 Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) (noun) – It is a common lung disease and having COPD makes it hard to 
breathe. 25.Chronic respiratory diseases (CRDs) (noun) – Chronic respiratory diseases (CRDs) are diseases of the airways and 
other structures of the lung. Some of the most common are chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), asthma, 
occupational lung diseases and pulmonary hypertension. 

 DOTS therapy (noun) – a method of drug administration in which a health care professional watches as a person takes each 
dose of a medication. Directly observed therapy (DOT) is used to ensure the person receives and takes all medications as 
prescribed and to monitor response to treatment. DOT is widely used to manage tuberculosis (TB) disease. 

 Civil Registration System (CRS) (noun) – Civil Registration System (CRS) in India is the unified process of continuous, 
permanent and compulsory recording of the vital events (births, deaths, stillbirths). (A stillbirth is the death or loss of a baby 
before or during delivery). 

 Marginalized Communities (noun) – the communities who are excluded from mainstream social, economic, educational, 
and/or cultural life. In general terms, marginalized communities are communities confined to the lower or peripheral edge of 
the society. Such a group is denied involvement in mainstream economic, political, cultural and social activities due to their 
living conditions, lifestyles or exclusion. 

 serosurvey (noun) – collection and testing of serum (or proxy such as oral fluid) specimens from a sample of a defined 
population over a specified period of time to estimate the prevalence of antibodies against a given specific infectious 
pathogen as an indicator of immunity. 

 serology (noun) – a method of diagnostic examination of blood serum concerning the immune system’s response to 
pathogens (the pathogen is something, like bacteria/virus, that causes disease). (serum is an amber (yellowish-orange), 
watery fluid, rich in proteins, obtained from blood…). 

 serology survey (noun) – A serological survey is conducted to assess the prevalence of a disease in a population. It is done by 
detecting the presence of specific antibodies that are produced against the virus. 

 case fatality rate/ratio (noun) – in epidemiology, the proportion of people who die from a particular disease compared to all 
individuals diagnosed with the disease over a certain period of time. 

 frontline staff/worker/responder/personnel (noun) – a person who is among the first to arrive and provide assistance at 
the scene of an emergency. First/front line workers/responders typically include paramedics, emergency medical 
technicians, police officers, firefighters, sanitary workers & etc. 

 manual scavenging (noun) – it is a caste-based occupation involving the removal of untreated human excreta (stools) from 
bucket toilets or pit latrines, that has been officially abolished by law in India as a dehumanizing practice. Manual scavenger 
is a person engaged in or employed for manually carrying human excreta. 

 Treaty of Friendship, 1950 (noun) – In January 1950, a five-year Treaty of Friendship was signed between the Government of 
India and the Royal Government of Afghanistan in New Delhi. Other than affirming “everlasting peace and friendship 
between the two Governments”, the treaty provided for establishment of diplomatic and consular posts in each other’s 
territories. 
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 superpower (noun) – a very powerful and dominant country. This is done through the combined means of economic, 
military, technological, political and cultural strength as well as diplomatic and soft power influence. 

 Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) (noun) – The Belt and Road Initiative, formerly known as One Belt One Road or OBOR for short, 
is a global infrastructure development strategy adopted by the Chinese government in 2013 to invest in nearly 71 countries 
and international organizations. It is also referred to as “21st century silk road”. From South-east Asia to Eastern Europe and 
Africa, Belt and Road includes 71 countries that account for half the world’s population and a quarter of global GDP. 

 The Indo-Pacific (region) (noun) – the Indo-Pacific region refers to the confluence (convergence) of the Pacific and Indian 
Oceans, which interconnect in Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, and more). 

 balance of power (phrase) – stability in a system composed of a number of autonomous forces. Whenever the equilibrium is 
disturbed either by an outside force or by a change in one or the other elements composing the system, the system shows a 
tendency to re-establish either the original or a new equilibrium. 

 G-7 or Group of Seven (noun) – a multilateral forum made up of the world’s seven largest so-called developed countries: 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. They meet annually to discuss and 
exchange ideas on a broad range of issues, including global economy, security and energy. 

 G-20 (noun) – The G20, formed in 1999, is a group of twenty of the world’s largest economies that meets regularly to 
coordinate global policy on trade, health, climate, and other issues. It brings together the world’s major advanced and 
emerging economies. The G20 comprises Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, EU, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, 
Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, UK and USA. The G20 Countries together 
represent around 90% of global GDP, 80% of global trade, and two thirds of the world’s population. 

 Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2021 (noun) – The Bill seeks to dissolve certain existing appellate bodies and transfer their functions 
(such as adjudication of appeals) to other existing judicial bodies. The Bill replaces a similar Ordinance promulgated in April 
2021. 

 102nd Constitution Amendment (noun) – The 102nd amendment deals with the constitutional status of the National 
Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC). Article 338B deals with the structure, duties and powers of the commission while 
342-A speaks about the power of the Indian President to notify a class as Socially and Educationally Backward (SEBC) and the 
power of Parliament to alter the central SEBC list. 

 Parliamentary Standing Committee/Parliamentary panel (noun) – it is a committee (consisting of Members of Parliament) 
constituted usually on an annual basis to enable detailed consideration/discussion on all bills (all proposed laws). 

 parliamentary select committee (noun) – ‘parliamentary select committee’ can be formed for a specific purpose, for 
instance, to deliberate on a particular bill. Once the Bill is disposed of, that select committee ceases to exist. 

 civil society (noun) – civil society refers to space for collective action around shared interests, purposes, and values, 
generally distinct from government and commercial for-profit actors. It refers to a wide array of organizations: community 
groups, non-governmental organizations [NGOs], labour unions, indigenous groups, charitable organizations, faith-based 
organizations, professional associations, and foundations. Civil society – sometimes called the “third sector” (after 
government and commerce) – has the power to influence the actions of elected policy-makers and businesses. 

 world/international/global order (noun) – the arrangement of power and authority that provides the system for the 
conduct of diplomacy and world politics in relation to the entire world. 

 ‘rogue’ state (noun) – regimes/governments that employed terrorism as an instrument of state policy and attempted to 
acquire weapons of mass destruction in pursuit of policy goals. Named to the core group were Iraq, Libya, Iran, and North 
Korea.  

 Pashtun (noun) – Pathan; They make up around 42 percent of the population of Afghanistan. They live mainly in the south 
and the east of the country. They have a distinct language called Pashto (an official language since 1936). 

 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given to force a country to obey international laws by limiting or stopping trade 
with that country, by not allowing economic aid for that country, etc. 

 Afghanistan Partnership Framework (noun) – The Partners, the Government of Afghanistan and the International 
Community, commit to continued efforts towards a peaceful, prosperous and self-reliant Afghanistan. This Partnership is 
based on the principles included in the Afghanistan Partnership Framework (APF), agreed at the 2020 Afghanistan 
Conference on 23-24 November 2020. Its principles encompass democracy, free and fair elections, implementation of 
freedoms embedded in Afghanistan’s constitution, rule of law, human rights, gender equality, and commitment to an 
inclusive Afghan-owned and led peace process. 

 Afghanistan National Peace and Development Framework II (ANPDF II) (noun) – ANPDF presents the government’s five 
year strategic framework for achieving its overarching goal of self-reliance. ANPDF II is focused on three broad objectives: 
peace building, state building, and market building. The document outlines Afghanistan’s vision for progressing self reliance, 
economic growth, and peace as we move into the second half of Afghanistan’s decade of transformation, from 2021-2025. 

 State List (noun) – it includes subjects that give powers to the state governments. (as given in the Seventh Schedule to the 
Constitution of India, the legislative section is divided into three lists: the Union List, State List and Concurrent List). 
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 Concurrent List (noun) – the list which includes the power to be considered by both the union and state government (as 
given in the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution of India). 

 Union List (noun) – it includes subjects that give powers to the union government. (as given in the Seventh Schedule to the 
Constitution of India, the legislative section is divided into three lists: the Union List, State List and Concurrent List). 

 National Security Agency (NSA) (noun) – U.S. intelligence agency within the Department of Defense that is responsible for 
cryptographic and communications intelligence and security. 

 Permanent Commission (PC) (noun) – The Permanent Commission in the army means to serve until one retires. Permanent 
Commission Officers continue to serve till the age of superannuation (retirement with pension). 

 Short Service Commission (SSC) (noun) – The Short service commission in the armed forces is for 10 years, which can be 
extended by up to four years. At the end of 14 years, there is an option for permanent commission. 

 National Defence Academy (NDA), Pune (noun) – Established in 1954, National Defence Academy (NDA) is one of the most 
prestigious inter-services training establishments in India. It has the unique distinction of being the first institutions in the 
world, to impart combined training to officer cadets of the Army, the Navy and the Air Force. 

 Indian Military Academy (IMA), Dehradun (noun) – Established in 1932, Indian Military Academy (IMA) is a premier Army 
Training institution imparting training to potential regular Officers of or Army. 

 Officers Training Academy (OTA), Chennai (noun) – Established in 1963, Officers Training Academy or OTA Chennai is a 
premier institute of Indian Army for training Men and Women into officers for the Short Service Commission into Indian 
Army. The difference between IMA and OTA is that while IMA trains men for Permanent Commission, all men and women 
for Short Service Commission (SSC) are trained in Officers Training Academy (OTA). 

 Sainik Schools (noun) – The Sainik Schools are a system of schools in India established and managed by the Sainik Schools 
Society under Ministry of Defence (MoD). As the name suggests, Sainik Schools prepare students for a career in the armed 
forces. Hence students here are called “cadets” and have to follow strict rules, which are on the lines of those in military 
academies. These schools are the brainchild of VK Krishna Menon, who was the Union defence minister from April 1957 to 
October 1962. Menon conceived this idea in 1961. At present, there are 33 such schools in the country. Uttar Pradesh has 
three Sainik Schools, while Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Odisha and 
Rajasthan have two schools each. 

 Article 14, 15 & 16 of the Constitution (noun) – Equality before law. Article 14 states that the State shall not deny to any 
person equality before the law or the equal protection of the laws within the territory of India. Article 15 secures the citizens 
from every sort of discrimination by the State, on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth or any of them. 
Article 16 assures equality of opportunity in matters of public employment and prevents the State from any sort of 
discrimination on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth, residence or any of them. Articles 14, 15 
and 16 form part of a scheme of the Constitutional Right to Equality. Article 15 and 16 are incidents of guarantees of 
Equality, and give effect to Article 14. 

 Article 19 of the Constitution (noun) – Article 19 deals with Right to Freedom (Protection of certain rights regarding freedom 
of speech, etc.). These include the freedom of speech and expression, freedom of assembly without arms, freedom of 
association, freedom of movement throughout the territory of our country, freedom to reside and settle in any part of the 
country of India and the freedom to practice any profession. All these freedoms are subject to reasonable restrictions that 
may be imposed on them by the State, listed under Article 19 itself. 

 writ petition (noun) – A writ petition can be filed by any person whose Fundamental Rights have been infringed/violated by 
the State. Under a Public Interest Litigation, any public-spirited person may file a writ petition in the interest of the general 
public even if his own Fundamental Right has not been infringed. 

 Gujarat Freedom of Religion (Amendment) Act, 2021 (noun) – This latest Act has amended the Gujarat Freedom of Religion 
Act, 2003 to bring in new sections that penalise forcible or fraudulent religious conversion through marriage. It has 
provisions like maximum punishment of up to 10 years imprisonment and fine up to Rs 5 lakh, burden of proof on the 
accused and investigation by an officer not below the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police. 

 Section 3 of the Gujarat Freedom of Religion (Amendment) Act, 2021 (noun) – In the new amendment, Section 3 of the law 
defines what is “forcible conversion”. It says “no person shall convert or attempt to convert any person from one religion to 
another by use of force, or by allurement or by any fraudulent means or by marriage or by getting a person married or by 
aiding a person to get married, nor shall any person abet such conversion”. 

 public order (noun) – it is essentially the absence of disorder – the quiet and orderly behaviour of people in public space. It 
involves people behaving sensibly and rationally, and respecting others.  

 constitutional court (noun) – The Supreme Court of India is the supreme judicial body of India and the highest court of India 
under the constitution. It is the most senior constitutional court, and has the power of judicial review. The high courts that 
deal primarily with constitutional law are also called as the constitutional courts. 

 Article 21 of the Constitution of India (noun) – Protection of life and personal liberty. No person shall be deprived of his life 
or personal liberty except according to procedure established by law. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

5 

 

WEEKLY VOCAB DIGESTIVE – 3rd WEEK of AUGUST 2021 

 1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 geopolitics (noun) – the study of the geographical factors (a country’s position on the earth, size, climate, and natural 
resources & etc.) in world politics and inter-state relations. 

 knock-on effect (noun) – an event (or a process/action) that causes several other events to happen indirectly one after the 
other; secondary/indirect effect, consequence/implication, chain of events; ripple effect, domino effect. 

 Line of Actual Control (LAC) (noun) – the de-facto (effective) border between India and China. The LAC is a 4,057-km border 
running through three areas-Western (Ladakh, Ladakh (Kashmir)), middle (Uttarakhand, Himachal), and eastern (Sikkim, 
Arunachal). 

 Financial Action Task Force (FATF) (noun) – The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is the global money laundering and 
terrorist financing watchdog. The inter-governmental body sets international standards that aim to prevent these illegal 
activities and the harm they cause to society. 

 triumphalism (noun) – boastfulness, self-assertion, self-satisfaction, excessive pride, extreme self-confidence, chutzpah, 
chest-thumping, chest-beating; an attitude or a belief that a particular doctrine, religion, culture, social system is superior to 
and should triumph all over others.  

 Valley (noun) – a low area between hills or mountains typically with a river running through it. Valley is a metonym of 
Jammu & Kashmir in this context (Metonym is used as an alternative for something else with which it is closely 
related/associated). 

 Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 2021 (noun) – The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 
Government of India (MoEFCC) on Aug 12th, 2021, has notified the Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules, 2021, 
which prohibits identified single use plastic items which have low utility and high littering potential by 2022. Thickness of 
plastic carry bags increased from 50 to 75 microns from 30th September, 2021 and to 120 microns with effect from the 31st 
December, 2022. Come July next year, the manufacture of a range of plastic products will be banned. 

 polystyrene (PS) (noun) – an inexpensive and hard plastic (can be “thermoplastic” or a “thermoset”) is more common in 
your everyday life & used to make a wide variety of consumer products. It is used to make appliances (e.g. TV cover/panel), 
electronics (e.g. Laptop panel), automobile parts, toys, gardening pots and equipment and more. 

 Department of Chemicals and Petro-Chemicals (DCPC) (noun) – Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals was 
established under the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers in 1991. The responsibilities of the departments include policy, 
planning, development and regulation of Chemicals and Petrochemicals Industries. 

 World Environment Day (noun) – World Environment Day is celebrated annually on 5 June and is the United Nations’ 
principal vehicle (medium/apparatus) for encouraging awareness and action for the protection of the environment. 

 Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) (noun) – The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), a statutory organisation under 
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, was constituted in September 1974 under the Water (Prevention 
and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974. Further, CPCB was entrusted with the powers and functions under the Air (Prevention 
and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981.  

 wetland (noun) – an area of land that is saturated with water; areas where water covers the soil or is present either at or 
near the surface of the soil all year or for varying periods of time during the year, including during the growing season. 

 UN Plastic Treaty (noun) – A UN treaty on plastic pollution, whereby governments commit to a coordinated set of actions 
and policies, could catalyze a comprehensive global effort to address the problem at scale, and help put the world on a path 
toward a circular economy for plastics. It would establish the international framework for both governments and companies 
to move decisively in the right direction. The objective of such a treaty should be to eliminate plastic leakage into the ocean 
by a specific date. 

 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (noun) – The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is 
the leading international body for the assessment of climate change. It was established by the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) in 1988 to provide the world with a clear scientific 
view on the current state of knowledge in climate change and its potential environmental and socio-economic impacts. 

 net zero emissions/carbon neutrality (noun) – it means annual zero net CO2 emissions; Carbon neutrality means every ton 
of anthropogenic (human-caused or influenced) CO2 emitted is compensated with an equivalent amount of CO2 removed 
(e.g. via carbon sink or carbon sequestration). 

 Paris Agreement/Accord/pact (noun) – The Paris Agreement is a legally binding international treaty on climate change. It 
was adopted by 196 Parties at COP 21 in Paris, on 12 December 2015 and entered into force on 4 November 2016. Its goal is 
to limit global warming to well below 2, preferably to 1.5 degrees Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels. 

 global warming (noun) – it is the unusually rapid increase in Earth’s average surface temperature over the past century 
primarily due to the greenhouse gases released as people burn fossil fuels. 

 IPCC’s Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) (noun) – The Sixth Assessment Report (AR6) of the United Nations (UN) 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the sixth in a series of reports which assess scientific, technical, and 
socio-economic information concerning climate change. 

 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) (noun) – The 26th session of the Conference of the Parties 
(COP26) of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is expected to take place from 01-12 November 
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2021, in Glasgow, UK. The COP26 summit will bring parties together to accelerate action towards the goals of the Paris 
Agreement and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. 

 The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) (noun) – The UNFCCC entered into force on 21 
March 1994. Today, it has near-universal membership. The 197 countries that have ratified the Convention are called Parties 
to the Convention. Preventing “dangerous” human interference with the climate system is the ultimate aim of the UNFCCC. 

 IPCC’s Fifth Assessment Report (AR5) (noun) – The Fifth Assessment Report (AR5) was a series of reports from the IPCC 
assessing scientific, technical, and socio-economic information regarding climate change. It was released in three 
installments over the course of 2013 and 2014, and an additional synthesis report was published in November 2014. 

 Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM) (noun) – it is a scientific institution based in Pune, Maharashtra, India for 
expanding research in tropical Indian Ocean of the tropics in general with special reference to monsoon meteorology, and 
air-sea interaction of South Asian climate. 

 Article 6 of the Paris Agreement (noun) – Article 6 of the Paris Agreement aims at promoting integrated, holistic and 
balanced approaches that will assist governments in implementing their (Nationally determined contributions) NDCs through 
voluntary international cooperation. 

 Nationally determined contributions (NDCs) (noun) – NDCs are at the heart of the Paris Agreement and the achievement of 
these long-term goals. NDCs embody efforts by each country to reduce national emissions and adapt to the impacts of 
climate change. 

IDIOMS & PHRASES
 black and white – clear-cut, straightforward, definite, 

categorical, unequivocal. 
 plough one’s own furrow – to do something 

independently (& separately) without the help/support 
of others. 

 house of cards – an insubstantial structure/ 
organization/ plan that is prone to imminent collapse/ 
failure. 

 tread/walk on eggshells – be extra careful about your 
words or actions. 

 parting shot – concluding remark, final say, closing 
statement (when leaving/making departure). 

 play fast and loose – to act/behave irresponsibly/ 
dishonestly. 

 be carved in stone – unalterable, immutable, 
invariable, unvarying, invariant. 

 wash one’s hands of – disown, disclaim, renounce, 
reject, disavow. 

 make a fuss – become angry and complain; to express 
one’s opposition to or disagreement with something. 

 seal a deal – to finalize the deal; to come to an 
agreement. 

 throw some light on – explain, elucidate, clarify. 
 mean business – to be serious and determined (about 

what someone is doing). 
 moment of reckoning – the moment when something 

would/should be decided. 
 jump on the bandwagon – to suddenly join something 

(an activity) that has already become popular/ 
successful (so that you can also get the benefits of it); 
to join the trend. 

 wait and see – to wait calmly for a good opportunity to 
do something; be patient, stand by, hold back, bide 
one’s time. 

 the need of the hour – some (urgent) need/ 
requirement/demand at a particular point of time. 

 a chink in someone’s armour – a weak point/fault in 
someone’s character, arguments & etc., which can be 
used to attack/criticize them easily. 

 along the way – during the time (that something is 
happening). 

 rather than – instead of. 
 hold someone to account – to require a person to 

explain or to accept responsibility for his or her actions; 
to blame or punish someone for what has occurred. 

 in order to – with the purpose/aim of. 
 in shape – in good condition. 
 in view of – taking into consideration/account, bearing 

in mind, because of, as a result of. 
 at odds – inconsistent, in conflict, in opposition, 

contrary to. 
 play a part/role – contribute to, be instrumental in, be 

a factor in. 
 is anything to go by – in the experience of the person 

writing/speaking. 
 what is more – to add an extra statement supporting/ 

emphasizing previous one. 
 in spite of – despite, notwithstanding, regardless of. 
 in the interests of – for the benefit/advantage of. 
 for instance – as an example. 
 far more – much more, a lot more. 
 shift/move goal posts – change the rules/regulations 

unfairly. 
 in time – early enough, punctually, promptly, on time, 

at the right time, on schedule. 
 state of affairs – condition, situation, circumstances. 
 letter and spirit – (adhering to/obeying) both literal 

interpretation/wording and the spirit/intent/purpose of 
the law. 

 at the door – it means someone has come to the door 
and knocking on it. (i.e. someone is visiting you). 

 on one’s doorstep – very close by/very nearby. 
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 all of a sudden – suddenly, immediately, abruptly. 
 follow suit – emulate, copy, follow, take (another’s 

actions as an example). 
 in excess of – more than, above, over, over and above. 
 put up a fight – defend oneself, counterattack, strike 

back, hit back. 
 on the brink of – on the edge/verge of 

difficult/dangerous situation; at a crucial or critical 
point. 

 pave the way for – clear the way for, make 
preparations for, put things in order for. 

 at the worst of times – even in the most unfavourable 
circumstances. 

 in effect – in reality, effectively, essentially, virtually, 
practically. 

 as far as – is concerned – with regard to a particular 
person or situation. 

 in return for – in exchange for. 
 in someone’s eyes – in the opinion of, in the mind of 

someone. 
 in light of – taking into consideration, considering, 

bearing in mind, in view of. 
 as a matter of fact – actually, in fact, really/truly. 
 of sorts – of a kind; not exactly the same as something. 
 in the short term – in the (near) future. 
 even more – all the more, further. 
 to one’s disadvantage – detriment, prejudice, 

disservice, harm, damage. 
 come to terms with – to accept oneself to something 

painful/sad/difficult (situation); reconcile oneself to, 
come to accept, become accustomed to, adjust to. 

 to that end – tor that reason, with that goal. 
 on the ground – in a situation/place where things are 

happening really/practically. 
 going forward – in the future. 
 fall on deaf ears – be ignored/disregarded. 
 plug the gap/hole – give something that is 

lacking/deficient in a particular situation. 
 at last – finally, in the end, eventually. 
 as well as – and also, and in addition. 
 show someone in a bad light – to make someone 

appear to be a bad one. 
 in a bad light – in a method that makes someone or 

something to look bad; so as to give bad impression. 
 enter the ring – take up a challenge. 
 across the board – applying to all. 
 keep at bay – prevent someone/something from having 

an effect. 
 hold someone responsible/accountable for – blame 

someone for something. 
 put in place – establish, set up, create/form. 
 in the dark – unaware of, ignorant of, uninformed 

about. 
 on record – officially documented/recorded; on paper. 

 a tall order – something that is very difficult to do; 
demanding, exacting, difficult (task/job). 

 (in) contrast to – in opposition to. 
 thanks to – as a result of, owing to, due to, because of. 
 paint a picture of – tell, narrate, describe, depict. 
 at the height of – at the most extreme part/point of 

something. 
 over and above – in addition to, on top of, as well as, 

besides. 
 hard hit – people/things that are severely affected. 
 relative to – in comparison with, proportionate, 

proportional, commensurate, corresponding. 
 on the other hand – by contrast; as an 

alternative/contrasting situation. 
 by contrast – conversely, on the other hand; compared 

to, compared with. 
 at the helm – in charge, in command/control/authority; 

in the driving seat. 
 so far – until now, up to the present, up to this point. 
 cannot afford/can ill afford – if you cannot afford to do 

something, you must prevent it from happening 
because it would be embarrassing and cause problems 
(if it happens). 

 on account of – because of, owing to, due to, by virtue 
of. 

 flow from – come from, originate from, emanate from. 
 in the wake of – as a result of, in the aftermath of, as a 

consequence of. 
 more so – to a greater degree; to a greater extent. 
 sorry state – bad situation; poor condition. 
 the other way round – oppositely, in the opposite 

direction. 
 on occasion – occasionally, from time to time, now and 

then, every so often. 
 next to nil/nothing – nothing or zero, hardly anything, 

very little. 
 lay something to rest (phrase – to end something. 
 by no means – not at all, in no way, certainly not, 

absolutely not, definitely not. 
 take a hit – experience, encounter, receive, endure, 

suffer (damage/loss). 
 for one – used to emphasize your opinion, even if 

others may disagree it. 
 case in point – example, instance, typical case, sample. 
 fight one’s own battles – to try to overcome challenges 

without others’ help. 
 knock at the door – to try to get the attention of. 
 close to home – affect someone directly, usually in a 

way that makes him/her feel embarrassed, 
uncomfortable or upset. 

 come full circle – something returns to its original 
starting point usually after going through many 
changes. 

 in every corner – everywhere. 
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 at the mercy of – under the control of, under the heel 
of, in the power of, controlled/dominated by. 

 bear witness/testimony to – stand witness to, be 
evidence of, be proof of, prove. 

PHRASAL VERBS 
 firm up – reinforce, strengthen, solidify, bolster, secure. 
 fork out – pay money (reluctantly). 
 kick in – come into operation, come into effect. 
 conjure up – generate, produce, generate 

(unexpectedly or by magic). 
 rev up – make something more active; make something 

more energetic. 
 explain away – to escape from being blamed for 

something bad by projecting that it is insignificant. 
excuse, gloss over, whitewash, get rid of. 

 pull out – withdraw, retreat, draw back, disengage, fall 
back. 

 walk out – depart, get out, leave suddenly; desert, 
abandon. 

 look back on – reflect on, think about, remember, 
recall, bring to mind. 

 stand out – be noticeable, be obvious, be conspicuous, 
be striking, be distinctive, be prominent. 

 take off – succeed, do well, progress, prosper, flourish, 
thrive, boom. 

 shrug aside/shrug off – dismiss, ignore, forget, 
disregard, set aside, pay no heed to. 

 contend with – deal with, cope with, face, grapple with 
(a difficult or unpleasant situation). 

 act on/upon – comply with, act in accordance with, 
follow, go along with. 

 set aside – disregard, put aside, ignore, forget, shrug 
off. 

 carve out – establish, develop, create something (by 
taking something from a larger whole) with effort. 

 phase out – eliminate, remove, discontinue (something 
in gradual stages). 

 run away from – evade, dodge, get out of; disregard, 
ignore, take no notice of, pay no attention to; flee, take 
flight. 

 pin down – pinpoint, define, identify (precisely). 
 borne with past participle of bear with – tolerate, put 

up with, endure, suffer. 
 go beyond – to be more than something; to be better 

than something; to do more than something. 
 push through – to make a plan to put something into 

use as quickly as possible. 
 move on – leave & start doing something new; take 

steps forward, make strides, come along. 
 look ahead – to think about what will happen in the 

future. 
 bring out – launch, produce, initiate, establish (a new 

publication). 
 spell out – explain, make clear, elucidate/clarify. 
 go back on – fail to honour, fail to fulfil; default on, 

backtrack on, back out of, renege on. 

 leave behind – cause, produce a thing or situation that 
remains after someone has gone. 

 push back – force back, repel, fight off; refuse, reject, 
prevent. 

 build upon – develop, enhance, expand on. 
 hand out – impose, inflict (a punishment/penalty). 
 keep alive – keep going, continue, sustain. 
 carry out – conduct, perform, implement, execute, 

bring about. 
 point out – identify, mention, indicate, draw attention 

to. 
 strike down – abolish, annul, nullify (a law or 

regulation). 
 come in – enter, arrive, be involved, to take part in 

something. 
 result in – cause, bring on, bring about. 
 take over – assume control of, take control of, gain 

control of, take charge of, take command of. 
 give up – stop, discontinue, renounce, forgo, abandon. 
 count on – rely on, depend on. 
 keep out – exclude, deny access to, shut out; bar, ban, 

prohibit. 
 rely on – depend on; resort to, have recourse to. 
 set out – present, describe, set forth. 
 hold out – have a feeling of (hope/optimism). 
 come up with – produce, put forward, present/submit. 
 scale up – increase, expand, augment; step up. 
 step up – increase, speed up, accelerate. 
 open up – make something present, make something 

available. 
 go on to – last, continue, carry on, proceed; happen, 

occur. 
 end up – come/appear, find oneself (to a particular 

course of action in the end). 
 push for – demand, insist on, ask for, call for. 
 go back – return to. 
 sort out – solve, find a solution to, rectify, deal with. 
 lay down – formulate, stipulate & insist on a rule. 
 turn around – change, reverse, rebound. 
 push up – increase, raise. 
 rule out – exclude, eliminate, reject, dismiss. 
 account for – constitute, make up, comprise, form, 

represent. 
 factor in – take into consideration, include. 
 turn up – increase, raise, intensify. 
 play out – happen, occur, take place. 
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